Model Bill Language
Audit Reports to Increase Public Trust in Elections Act
SHORT SUMMARY: To require public reporting of postelection tabulation audit methods and findings following the conclusion of the audits.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE:
Section 1. Short Title
This Act shall be known and may be cited as the “Audit Reports to Increase Public Trust in Elections Act.”
Section 2. Legislative Purpose and Intent
(1) The Legislature finds that transparent, accurate, and publicly verifiable election results are essential to voter confidence and the integrity of the electoral process.
(2) The purpose of this Act is to increase public understanding of postelection audits by ensuring that audit procedures and findings are clearly communicated in an accessible, timely, plain language report backed by supporting data and documentation. 
(3) This Act requires public reporting of postelection audit procedures and findings, and directs the state election authority to adopt uniform rules ensuring consistent practices across all local election jurisdictions.
(4) The state election authority shall ensure that audit reporting requirements are aligned with existing statutory timelines to preserve due process and administrative feasibility.
Section 3. Definitions
As used in this Act, unless the context otherwise requires:
(1) “Audit report” means a written summary of the audit’s procedures, findings, discrepancies, corrective actions, and conclusions, prepared by the responsible election authority and made publicly available.
(2) “Certification” means the formal approval of election results by the responsible election authority following completion of all required canvasses, audits, reviews, and verifications.
(3) “Local election jurisdiction” means a county, municipality, township, or other legally recognized subdivision charged with conducting elections.
(4) “State election authority” means the chief election official or state board responsible for supervising, administering, and overseeing elections within the state.
(5) “Tabulation audit” means a postelection process that examines a sample or complete set of voter-verified paper ballots to confirm the accuracy of the tabulation system’s reported results. 
Section 4. Audit Reporting and Public Disclosure
(1) Upon completion of the tabulation audit, each local election jurisdiction shall prepare an audit report and submit it to the state election authority by the deadline established by rule.
(2) The state election authority shall compile the local audit reports and issue a statewide audit summary.
(3) All audit reports shall:
(a) Be written in clear, plain language accessible to the general public;
(b) Describe the contests audited, the methods used, and the sample sizes selected;
(c) Document any discrepancies and the steps taken to resolve them;
(d) Explain whether the audit confirms the accuracy of the tabulation system; and
(e) Be published on the website of the state election authority no later than the date of certification or another date set by rule.
(4) Audit reports and supporting documentation shall be public records, except where otherwise exempted by law for reasons of ballot secrecy or voter privacy.
Section 5. Rulemaking Authority
(1) The state election authority shall adopt rules necessary to implement this Act.
(2) The rules shall provide detailed guidance on timelines, responsibilities, training requirements, reporting forms, and any other procedure necessary to ensure consistent statewide practices.
(3) Rules adopted under this Act shall be developed with public input, including consultation with state and local election officials, and independent experts.
Section 6. Local Election Jurisdiction Responsibilities
(1) Local election jurisdictions shall:
(a) Maintain accurate records and make audit proceedings open to public observation;
(b) Train election workers and audit teams in accordance with state requirements as it relates to documenting information required for the audit report; and
(c) Promptly report audit findings, including any irregularities or discrepancies, to the state election authority.
(2) Failure to comply with this Act or with rules issued under it may result in corrective action, oversight measures, or other remedies established by the state election authority or by law.
Section 7. Implementation Timeline
(1) This Act shall take effect on ___ and shall apply to all elections occurring on or after that date.
(2) The state election authority shall adopt any rules necessary to implement this Act no later than ___.

2


1    

Model Bill Language

  Audit Reports to Increase Public Trust in Elections Act   SHORT SUMMARY: To require public reporting of postelection  tabulation audit methods and findings following the conclusion  of the audits.   BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE:   Section 1. Short Title   This Act shall be known and may be cited as the “Audit Reports  to Increase Public Trust in Elections Act.”   Section 2. Legislative Purpose and Intent   (1)   The Legislature finds that transparent, accurate, and  publicly verifiable election results are essential to  voter confidence and the integrity of the electoral  process.   (2)   The purpose of this Act is to increase public  understanding of postelection audits by ensuring that  audit procedures and findings are clearly communicated in  an accessible, timely, plain language report backed by  supporting data and documentation.    (3)   This Act requires public reporting of postelection audit  procedures and findings, and directs the state election  authority to adopt uniform rules ensuring consistent  practices across all local election jurisdictions.   (4)   The state election authority shall ensure that audit  reporting requirements are aligned with existing statutory  timelines to preserve due process and administrative  feasibility.   Section 3. Definitions   As used in this Act, unless the context otherwise requires:   (1)   “Audit report” means a written summary of the audit’s  procedures, findings, discrepancies, corrective actions,  and conclusions, prepared by the responsible election  authority and made publicly available.  

