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Research Questions. When election officials communicate to the public about key aspects of post-
election audits, can this build confidence in the accuracy and integrity of the vote?  What aspects of 
the audits are most effective to emphasize, process or results?  Which members of the public 
respond the most to this information? 

Our Approach. We explored these questions through a large-scale survey, including a survey 
experiment that randomly assigned people to view a visual summarizing a Washoe County post-
election audit or a “control” visual about recycling. We conducted our survey from October 25-
November 4, 2024, with a national sample of 6,013 Americans who reflected the eligible voter 
population, administering the survey via the Cint platform. 

What we found. While our team will be working on a much more in-depth analysis later this 
winter, we wanted to provide you with a brief update on the key findings: 

• Learning about Washoe's audits significantly increased trust in Washoe elections.1 
Compared to those who saw the "recycling" version of the visuals, viewing any version of 
the visual summarizing the audit increased the percentage who were "very" or "somewhat" 
confident in Washoe's primary by 6.1 percentage points and confidence in Washoe's 
presidential election by 5.5 points.

• This effect did not "spill over" much into trust of other jurisdictions that were not the 
subject of the audit. Confidence that their own vote would be counted as they intended was 
2.1 percentage points higher for those who viewed the Washoe audit, but there was no 
impact on trust in elections for their locality, state, or the national elections. Audits impact 
trust in the elections that they audit, it seems.

• The most effective visual was the one that focused on the process of the audit.  The least 
effective was the visual focused on the results of the audits — although it still brought a 
statistically and substantively significant impact on trust.

• Independents were more responsive to viewing an audit visual than Republicans or 
Democrats were.

1. Washoe County is an example jurisdiction only. The county's audit results and process information was collected from publicly
available audit resources. Washoe County did not participate in this survey.
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